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OUR MISSION

Positively contribute to the future

of Michigan agriculture through leadership
and educational programming.

We support Michigan Agriculture in the Classroom's

agricultural literacy efforts and Michigan Farm Bureau’s
leadership development programming.



Message from the Chair

Dear friends,

I'm excited to report the Michigan Foundation for
Agriculture’s agricultural literacy and leadership
programs continue to grow and thrive, as you can
see in the following pages. But this success doesn't
happen without immense support from educators, communities,
volunteer leaders and strategic partners, like you.

You help us connect more students, teachers and consumers to
Michigan food and farmers than ever before. You help build the
skills and confidence of current and future leaders interested in the
future of Michigan agriculture. And you make all of these programs
possible.

Thank you for investing in agricultural literacy and leadership
through the Michigan Foundation for Agriculture. We appreciate the
trust you place in us and look forward to sharing more great success
stories as we look ahead to 2023.

Warm thanks,

eI

Carl Bednarski
Michigan Foundation for Agriculture Board Chair




Agricultural Literacy Impact
Michigan Agriculture in the Classroom impacted

31,790 students and 6,810 teachers in 460 Michigan
schools in 2022 through the following programs.

FARM SCIENCE LAB %
Two 40-foot mobile classrooms, equipped with the
latest teaching technologies, tooled with STEM-based

lessons and aligned with science and agricultural
literacy standards.

= 21,623 students and 830 teachers from 54 schools
in 29 counties experienced the FARM Science Lab this year.

FARM CRATES Gp
Hands-on, educational subscription boxes, delivered

to K-5th grade classrooms across the state during the 4@
school year.

= 5,263 crates and refill kits were shipped
to 359 schools in 65 counties this year.

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE IN THE
CLASSROOM COUNTY SPECIALIST
Contract educator who visits classrooms and career
fairs, hosts regional teacher professional development
sessions and works with volunteers to lead student
outreach activities in Ottawa County.

» 10,167 students and 377 teachers from 47 schools
participated in outreach activities this year.



EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENTS

Training and resources provided to pre-service high
school and college students studying education as
well as current educators.

= 24 pre-service students and 395 current teachers participated
in seven trainings and conferences this year.

AGRICULTURAL LITERACY PROGRAM
REACH TO DATE

. MIAITC County Specialist

Educator Professional
Developments
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“l absolutely loved the whole FARM Science Lab experience.
| heard several things that | will be able to reference
throughout the year in Michigan history and science!”

THIRD GRADE TEACHER
Morley Stanwood Elementary



Looking Ahead to 2023

As we look to the future and our next investments in agricultural
literacy, we're embarking on a three-year evaluation of our agricultural
literacy delivery models to maximize statewide student learning and
teacher adoption.

Over the course of these pilots, we'll analyze outreach data, student
evaluations and qualitative feedback to determine the most effective
way to improve agricultural literacy amongst students and teachers.

We look forward to partnering with others as we explore the following
outreach models in 2023:

= FARM SCIENCE LAB
= FARM CRATES

= MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE IN THE
CLASSROOM COUNTY SPECIALIST

= NEW: FARM SCIENCE VAN

Regional educators delivering FARM Science Lab %
lessons in traditional classrooms without the O—O

logistics of a 40-foot trailer.

SPOTLIGHT: MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE IN THE
CLASSROOM EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

The Michigan Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Committee
annually recognizes an outstanding educator’s efforts to incorporate
agriculture and natural resources into their curriculum.

2022 Educator of the Year: Angie Mills

Developmental Kindergarten Teacher,
Shiawassee County




Agricultural Leadership Impact
Michigan Foundation for Agriculture programs delivered

leadership development opportunities to 758 members
and young leaders from 61 county Farm Bureaus in 2022.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGIATE
Building skills for career readiness, leadership opportunities and
advocacy for agriculture.

= 109 students from 20 counties competed in six regional High
School Discussion Meets.

» 10 Collegiate Farm Bureau members from 5 collegiate
chapters competed in the State Collegiate Discussion Meet.

= 550 pails filled with resources were distributed through
county Farm Bureaus to recognize high school students on
their achievements.

= 42 FFA chapters and Collegiate Farm Bureau members shared
consumer messages on social media through #SpeakAgMichigan.

PROMOTION AND EDUCATION

Preparing agriculture leaders to be the active voice for agriculture
while educating consumers about our industry.

= 355 members attended the Growing Together Conference,
learning about consumer outreach, business and leadership
development.

= 6 new county P&E leaders completed a six-month leadership
development webinar series.

» 12 innovative county P&E projects were showcased at State
Annual Meeting.

= 15 State P&E Committee members participated in leadership
development modules throughout the year.



YOUNG FARMERS
Developing 18-35-year-old agriculture leaders for service in their
county Farm Bureaus and communities.
= 50 young farmers competed in District Discussion Meets.
» 44 young farmers from 30 counties submitted

award applications.

» 17 young farmers in ProFILE completed DiSC, public speaking,
Gettysburg battlefield leadership, Washington, DC advocacy, and
media and consumer conversations training.

= 15 State YF Committee members participated in leadership
development modules throughout the year.

“Farmers can't just farm anymore. They need
to actively engage in sharing their story with
consumers, building trust in food and farms.
Promotion and Education has helped connect
me to resources, people and ideas to better tell
agriculture’s story to students and consumers.”

JULIE STEPHENSON
State Promotion and Education Committee







Donor Recognition

CORPORATE DONORS

» Agroliquid Fertilizer

= AIS Equipment Company

= Berrien County Farm Bureau

= Burnips Equipment Company

» Carhartt

= (Cass County Farm Bureau

= Clark Hill

= Consumers Energy

= Corn Marketing Program of Michigan
= (Crystal Flash

= DGI Propagators

= DTE

» Dutchman Tree Farm

= Farm Bureau Credit Union

» Farm Bureau Health Services

= Farm Bureau Insurance Crop Team
» Farm Bureau Insurance of Michigan
= Garvin Allen Solutions

» GreenMark Equipment

= GreenStone Farm Credit Services

» Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau

= Kent County Farm Bureau

» Kubota Tractor Corporation

= Macomb County Farm Bureau

= Michigan Allied Poultry Association
= Michigan CAT

» Michigan Christmas Tree Association
= Michigan Soybean Committee



= Michigan Sugar Company

= Monroe County Farm Bureau

= Nestle Gerber

= Ottawa County Farm Bureau

= Sigma Alpha Sorority

= St.Joseph County Farm Bureau

= United Dairy Industry of Michigan
= Van Buren County Farm Bureau

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

* Jade Ackerman .
= Ryan Addison n
= John Aird .
= Mary Alway .
= Tom Alway .
» Joseph Ankley n
= Arvid Arvila .
» Dave Bahrman .
= Kody Baker .
= Rich Baker .
= Troy Bancroft .
» Harold Barowicz .
= Robert Barrigar .
= (Carl Bednarski n
= Megan Beldyga .
= Mitch Bigelow .
* Jacob Bildner .
» Ray & Heidi Birchmeier .
= Sarah Black .

= Katie Blashill ]
= Matt Boeve =

Drew Bordner
Monte Bordner
Andrew Braun
Riley Brazo
Stephanie Brook
Morgan Brown
Joe Bryant
Melissa Buzzard
William Cagney
Laura Campbell
Jacob Carpenter
Patrick Carpenter
Stacey Cary
Donald Cochran
Austin Cooper
Leona Daniels
Mark Daniels
Doug Darling
John Denholm
Michael DeRuiter
Claire Dewey



Jeff Dreves

Seth & Lyndsay Earl
Emily

Travis Fahley
Cody Ferry

Jodi Fritzsche
Michael Fusilier
Alisha Gibson
Matthew Gibson
Pamela Godbey
Sherri Gottleber
Carl Graham Jr.
Rebecca Gulliver
Shane Harris
Andrew Heinitz
Kirt Helsel

Brant Henry
Burton Henry

Jill & Kevin Hershberger

Benjamin Holbrook
Tiffany Howell
Lonit Huston
Colelaquinto
Alan & Teresa Ives
Donna Jedele
Jesse Jensen
Jenny Johnson
Nolan Kamer
Jeremy Karsten
Lisa Kelley

Loren King

Mitch Kline
Jennie Koebel

Tyler & Kristin Kubiszak
Ethan Kubiszak
Karen Kubiszak
Tylor Kubiszak
Amanda Kutchey
Ben LaCross
Melissa Lang

Sonja Lapak

Stacey Lauwers
Brigette Leach
Jennifer Lewis
Darcy Lipskey
Andrew Littlefield
Brenda Marshall
Renee McCauley
Cathy McCune
Patrick McGuire
Jennifer Mead-Bennett
Hannah Meyers
Todd Miller

Julie Monroe-Stephenson
Matt Munsell
Noelle Nachreiner
Matthew Newbegin
Ramona Okkema
Bonnie Pace
Joseph Packard
Nathan Payne
Michelle Peel
Caleb Pepera

Scott Piggott

Ben Pion
PaulPridgeon



Tobia Purple

Sara Reisinger
Kevin Richardson
Tonia Ritter

Jeff Sandborn

Alysa Sanford
Stephanie Schafer
Warren Schaur
Debra Schmucker
Alex Schnabelrauch
Charles Schoedel
Ryan Schumacher
Katie Schumcher
Travis & Erika Schunk
Jennifer Scramlin
Matt Scramlin
Angela Shannon
Doug & Tami Shaw
Theresa Sisung
Jordan & Chelsea Smith
Riley & Ashley Smith
George Smith

Jason Smith

Riley Smith
Amanda Sollman
Katherine Sollman

Auto Park Chevrolet

Becks Hybrid Summit Sales
Bordner Angus Farms
Griner Farms Trucking LLC
Hyper-Grow Fertilizer Inc.

Kelsee Steenwyk
Derek Stein

Eric & Julie Stephenson
Cheryl Sullins

Emily Swift

Neil Taylor

Abigail Terwillegar
Nancy & Steve Thelen
Katherine & Kevin Thiel
Scott Thomas

Katelyn Thompson
Thompson Family
Jamie Trowbridge
Mark Trowbridge
Cody Tyrell

Sinda Venton

Abby Vittore

Justis Wagaman
Jeremy & Jennifer Walker
Mary Welden

Scott & Mary Weldon
Elizabeth Wernette
Jeff Wilder

Huntir Wilson

Darcey Wishowski

Michael West Agency LLC
Michigan Traffic Safety
Rich Baker Farms LLC
Thompson Metal Works
White Farms



Leader Recognition

MICHIGAN FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

= (Carl Bednarski » Travis Fahley

= Michael DeRuiter = Michael Mulders
» Brigette Leach = Ben LaCross

= Paul Pridgeon = Leona Daniels
= Jennifer Lewis = Patrick McGuire
= Michael Fusilier = Dave Bahrman
» Doug Darling = Nancy Thelen

= Jeff Sandborn = Mitch Kline

» Stephanie Schafer

MICHIGAN FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

= (Carolyn Bloodworth
Consumers Energy

» Leona Daniels
MFA Board of Directors

= Katlin Fusilier
Michigan Soybean Board

= Tiffany Howell
MFB Promotion & Education Committee Representative

= Brandie Kline
Elementary Teacher

= Brian Matchett
Agriscience Teacher and FFA Advisor

= Patrick McGuire
MFA Board of Directors



Learn More and Get Involved

CONTACT KATE THIEL
Michigan Foundation for Agriculture Development Manager

517-679-5688 or kthiel@michfb.com




