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OUR MISSION

Positively contribute to the future  
of Michigan agriculture through leadership  
and educational programming. 

Can you imagine a world 
where agriculture is valued  
by everyone? 
We can.



Dear friends,  
When I look back over the past year, there’s two words 
that come top-of-mind: THANK YOU. It takes a large 
group of supporters and advocates to make the work 
of the Michigan Foundation for Agriculture happen. 
And we wouldn’t be where we are today, celebrating an amazing 
year of programming, outreach and leadership, without you.  
Over this past year, we’ve rolled up our sleeves to come up with 
systems to evaluate and track the impact we’re making in schools. 
We launched our FARM Science Van this fall, fully booked our two 
FARM Science Labs and helped support a county Agriculture in the 
Classroom specialist in Ottawa. With the help of volunteers, we’ve 
shared our agricultural literacy resources with more teachers and 
students than ever before. And we’re not finished yet.  
Whether you support our leadership programs — growing the skills 
and confidence of agricultural youth or Young Farmers — or our 
agricultural literacy efforts, I hope these pages help you better see 
and understand the tangible difference you’re making. We hope you 
can take pride in your investment and see the dividends it’s paying 
for the future of Michigan agriculture.  
We truly appreciate your ongoing support and partnership, 
and we look forward to sharing more data and testimonials 
throughout 2024.  
Sincere thanks, 

Carl Bednarski
Michigan Foundation for Agriculture Board Chair

Message from the Chair



AGRICULTURAL LITERACY IMPACT

Michigan Agriculture in the Classroom impacted 31,576 
students and 6,431 teachers in 1,536 Michigan schools 
in 2023 through the following programs.



Two 40-foot mobile classrooms, equipped with  
teaching technologies, tooled with STEM-based  
lessons and aligned with science and agricultural 
literacy standards. 

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FARM Science Lab

17,430  
Students

790  
Teachers 

62  
Schools

39  
Counties 



A new delivery model, delivering hands-on 
FARM Science Lab lessons to students right 
in their classrooms.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FARM Science Van

600 
Students

27 
Teachers 

6 
Schools

3 
Counties 



Hands-on, educational subscription boxes,  
delivered to K-5th grade classrooms across  
the state during the school year.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FARM Crates

1,874 Crates 
Ordered

1,802 Refill Kits 
Ordered 

1,422  
Schools

65  
Counties 



Training and resources provided to pre-service high 
school and college students studying education as well 
as current educators.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

Contract educator who visits classrooms and career 
fairs, hosts regional teacher professional development 
sessions and works with volunteers to lead student 
outreach activities throughout Ottawa County. 

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

Educator Professional 
Developments

Michigan Agriculture in the 
Classroom County Specialist

8,680  
Students

329  
Teachers 

46  
Schools

24 Pre-Service  
Students

395 Current 
Teachers 

7 Trainings  
& Conferences



AGRICULTURAL LITERACY PROGRAM 
REACH TO DATE

FARM Science Lab

FARM Science Van

FARM Crates

MIAITC County Specialist

Educator Professional Developments



Thank you for coming alongside us to support our three-year pilots of…

� FARM SCIENCE LAB
� FARM SCIENCE VAN
� FARM CRATES
� MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

COUNTY SPECIALIST

We’ve spent the last year working on evaluations to measure the 
effectiveness of each of these pilots and launching our brand-new 
FARM Science Van. We’re still looking for strategic partners to make 
these pilots a reality and look forward to sharing what we’re learning 
as they progress in 2024 and 2025.

One Year Down, Two to Go

“Michigan Agriculture in the Classroom programming 
provides a wonderful opportunity for students to learn about 
agriculture. There are many ties back to curriculum, making 
it a great experience for all students and beneficial to our 
school. All lessons taught directly relate back to content being 
taught in kindergarten through fifth grade classes today.”

AMY POPEK, PRINCIPAL
Dansville Elementary School 



AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP IMPACT

Michigan Foundation for Agriculture programs 
delivered leadership development opportunities 
to 758 members and young leaders from 61  
county Farm Bureaus in 2023. 



Building skills for career readiness, leadership opportunities 
and advocacy for agriculture.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
� 150 students from 26 counties competed in six regional High

School Discussion Meets.
� 6 Collegiate Farm Bureau members from our 13 collegiate

chapters competed in the Collegiate Discussion Meet.
� 797 pails were distributed to high school students through

county Farm Bureau efforts.
� 20 FFA chapters and Collegiate Farm Bureau members

shared consumer messages through #SpeakAgMichigan.

High School and Collegiate



Promotion & Education

Preparing agriculture leaders to be the active voice for agriculture 
while educating consumers about our industry.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
 � 230 members attended the Voice of Agriculture 

Conference, learning about consumer outreach, business 
and leadership development. 

 � 6 new county P&E leaders completed a six-month 
leadership development webinar series. 

 � 10 innovative county P&E projects were showcased at 
State Annual Meeting.  

 � 15 State Committee members participated in 
leadership development modules throughout the year. 



Young Farmers

Developing 18-35-year-old agriculture leaders for service 
in their county Farm Bureaus and communities.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
� 95 young farmers competed in District Discussion Meets.
� 46 young farmers from 30 counties submitted

award applications.
� 231 members attended Young Farmer Leaders Conference.
� 17 young farmers graduated from ProFILE.
� 29 county committee chairs participated in our Chair Summit.

“Being a part of ProFILE has been one of the best leadership 
opportunities I have ever been a part of. We experienced 
deep dives in multiple areas of interest such as agriculture, 
leadership, communication and of course had amazing trips 
along the way. The connections I made and the skills they 
helped me to develop are absolutely invaluable.”

SARAH ZASTROW
Midland County Farm Bureau



DONOR RECOGNITION

None of the efforts included in this report would 
be possible without the support of our generous 
donors. Support equates to greater opportunities 
to share agriculture’s impact on our daily lives and 
development of leaders. 



 � AgroLiquid Fertilizer
 � AIS Equipment Company
 � Angela Shannon Agency Inc.
 � Barrett’s Showplace
 � Bay County Farm Bureau
 � Bordner Angus Farms
 � Building a Better Economy
 � Burnips Equipment Company
 � Calhoun County Farm Bureau
 � Chippewa County Farm Bureau
 � Clark Hill 
 � Consumers Energy
 � Copper Country Farm Bureau
 � Cornerstone Ag Management
 � Crystal Flash
 � DGI Propagators
 � DTE 
 � Farm Bureau Family  

Credit Union 
 � Farm Bureau Health Services
 � Farm Bureau Insurance  

of Michigan
 � Grainger
 � Gratiot County Farm Bureau
 � Great Hearing Benefits
 � Greater Lansing  

Convention Bureau
 � GreenMark Equipment
 � GreenStone Farm  

Credit Services

 � Griner Farms Trucking LLC
 � Hiawathaland Farm Bureau
 � Hillsdale County Farm Bureau
 � Hyper-Grow Fertilizer
 � Iron Range Farm Bureau
 � Jackson County Farm Bureau
 � Kent County Farm Bureau
 � KEY Apparel
 � Kubota Tractor Corporation
 � Lenawee Conservation District
 � Mac-Luce Schoolcraft  

Farm Bureau
 � Macomb County Farm Bureau
 � Menominee County  

Farm Bureau
 � Michael West Agency Inc.
 � Michigan Allied  

Poultry Industries
 � Michigan Blueberry 

Commission
 � Michigan CAT
 � Michigan Farm Bureau
 � Michigan Milk Producers 

Association
 � Michigan Pork Producers
 � Michigan Soybean Committee
 � Michigan State University 

AgBio Research
 � Michigan State University 

College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources

Corporate Donors



 � Michigan State University 
Extension

 � Michigan Sugar Company 
 � Michigan Wheat Program
 � Monroe County Farm Bureau
 � Montcalm County Farm Bureau
 � Nestle Gerber
 � Nutrien
 � Oakland County Farm Bureau
 � Ottawa County Farm Bureau

 � Rich Baker Farms LLC
 � The Blackbaud Giving Fund
 � The Kroger Company 

Foundation
 � Triscuit
 � United Dairy Industry  

of Michigan
 � Washtenaw County  

Farm Bureau
 � Wayne County Farm Bureau

 � Kristina Anderson
 � Mark Andrek
 � Joseph Ankley
 � Josh Aube
 � David Bahrman
 � Carl & Lisa Bednarski
 � Sarah Black
 � Drew Bordner
 � Harold Borowicz
 � Ashley & Riley Brazo
 � Stephanie Cady
 � Todd Clark
 � Marcia Cripps
 � Leona & Kenneth Daniels
 � Doug Darling
 � Nika Degg

 � Michael DeRuiter
 � James Dillon
 � Erica Drake
 � Jeff Dreves
 � Paula Droste
 � Dannie Dryer
 � Lyndsay & Seth Earl
 � Katie Eisenberger
 � Jeffrey Erickson
 � Jess Erler
 � Travis Fahley
 � Matt Frollo
 � Craig Fuller Jr.
 � Michael Fusilier
 � Chad Geoit
 � Chris Gerkman

Individual Donors



 � Lane Grieser
 � Tony Hansen
 � Shane Harris
 � Andrew Heinitz
 � Douglas Higelmire
 � Ryan Holmes
 � George Hubka
 � Nicole Jennings
 � Andrea Jorgensen
 � Thomas Jury
 � Cade Krieger
 � Justen Kubiszak
 � Tylor & Kristin Kubiszak
 � Ben LaCross
 � Austin Landis
 � Brigette Leach
 � Bruce & Jennifer Lewis
 � Jennifer Lytle
 � Chrissy Marple
 � Anthony Martinez
 � Pat McGuire
 � William McMaster
 � Zachary Miller
 � Michael Mulders
 � Jordan Myers
 � Brandt Neely
 � Perry Nelson
 � Joseph & Katelyn Packard
 � Scott & Donna Piggott

 � Dave & Eileen Rutten
 � Jeff Sandborn
 � Stephanie & Leroy Schafer
 � Deb Schmucker
 � Alexandria & Matt 

Schnabelrauch
 � Theresa Sisung
 � Matt Smego
 � George Smith
 � Mackenzie Strong
 � Noel & Sandy Stuckman
 � Clare Sullivan
 � Emily Swift
 � Ian Taylor
 � Nancy Thelen
 � Christian & Jessica Tollini
 � Travis Tullio
 � Jeff VanderWerff
 � Roger Victory
 � Zachary Wagner
 � Courtney Walsh
 � Larry & Angela Walton
 � Lisa Watson
 � Elizabeth Wernette
 � Karl & Kate Wernette
 � Matthew Williams
 � Dan Wyant
 � Sarah & Zackary Zastrow



MICHIGAN FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 � Carl Bednarski 
 � Michael DeRuiter 
 � Brigette Leach 
 � Paul Pridgeon 
 � Jennifer Lewis 
 � Michael Fusilier 
 � Doug Darling 
 � Jeff Sandborn 
 � Stephanie Schafer 

 � Travis Fahley 
 � Michael Mulders 
 � Ben LaCross 
 � Leona Daniels 
 � Patrick McGuire 
 � Dave Bahrman 
 � Jess Erler 
 � Lane Grieser 

Leader Recognition 

MICHIGAN FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 � Leona Daniels 
MFA Board of Directors 

 � Patrick McGuire 
MFA Board of Directors 

 � Carolyn Bloodworth 
Consumers Energy  

 � Brian Matchett 
Agriscience Teacher and FFA Advisor 

 � Brandie Kline 
Elementary Teacher 

 � Katlin Fusilier 
Michigan Soybean Committee 

 � Tiffany Howell 
MFB Promotion & Education Committee Representative



Learn More and Get Involved 
CONTACT KATE THIEL

Michigan Foundation for Agriculture Manager

 517-679-5688 or kthiel@michfb.com




